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Introduction

The Quequechan River runs right through downtown Fall
River, but it's easy to miss — and Fall River’s “falls” are even
harder to spot. Since the late 1800’s, industry and
highways have fragmented and covered over the river,
leaving little evidence of its former natural character. The
UrbanRiver Visions charrette in Fall River engaged the
community in a daylong visioning session to talk about
community ideas, goals, and potentials for the hidden river.
The Fall River community came together to improve and
promote the image of their city, with intent to “free the
Quequechan” from its underground pipe. Held at the
Advanced Technology & Manufacturing Center on
November 23", 2002, the charrette brought together over
75 local leaders, activists, and community residents to
engage in creative discussion.

The charrette was divided into a morning session and an
afternoon session, each with a slightly different discussion
format. During the morning session, charrette participants
broke up into three groups to focus on specific themes for
the river. The groups, which included community resident-
experts in each topic, were categorized as Connections,
River Use, and River Image & Economic Development.
Facilitated by members of the UrbanRiver Visions team,
each group discussed the river using their topic as a basis,
noting where improvement might occur. These ideas were
developed into a set of notes that listed specific goals,
visions, and key issues. Each focus group then presented
their notes to all of the charrette participants at the end of
the morning session.

The goal of the afternoon session was for each group to
create a map or “vision plan.” Participants broke up again
into three different “mixed” groups, so that each afternoon
plan included a range of views from the morning session.
With help from the UrbanRiver Visions team members, the
groups collected the various ideas previously discussed,
looked at how they could fit together, and placed them in
possible locations on the map. The maps included specific
ideas and locations, as well as additional notes of a more
general nature. At the end of the afternoon session, each
group presented their plans and ideas back to the entire
audience of charrette participants.

The purpose of this document is to record the notes, plans,
and supporting materials for each of the groups in both the
morning and afternoon sessions of the Fall River charrette.
Each group’s notes begin with a short summary of the main
discussion themes, followed by literal transcripts of the
posted notes and map annotations taken by the facilitator
and designer. Any notes added after the charrette to
describe what is seen on the page are set aside with
brackets.

e

Viewing the exhibits

The community arrives, bringing their visions



Morning Session: Connections Group
David Spillane, UrbanRiver Visions Facilitator

The Connections Group talked mainly about the
importance of linking neighborhoods and bringing various
groups of people together. This was meant both literally
and in the sense of being a part of the larger Fall River
community. Integral to this focus was increasing access
to key areas of the city, especially those on the river.

The group also wanted to connect the various pieces of
the Quequechan River with walks and trails, which would
both help restore the river’s natural quality, and allow
more people to enjoy it. Wildlife also could benefit from
expanded natural areas and efforts to cleanup. The
group noted that restoring the Falls could draw visitors
and be a visual improvement for residents. The The Connections Group makes introductions and begins
Connections Group’s notes are shown below. gathering ideas

CONNECTIONS
*  Who are we trying to connect?

A. Adjacent (but fragmented) neighborhoods:
residents separated & should be brought together

B. Races: African American
Cambodian, Hispanic
perhaps they see different roles for river
(why are they not present here today?)

C. Children’s activities: fishing, canoeing, swimming, catching turtles, biking,

etc.
D. Older kids — high school — activities to keep them busy — waterfront upkeep,
etc.

E. Battleship Cove — restaurant goers & bikers. Reopening falls would draw
more tourists

F. Wildlife — deer, birds, maitain wildlife corridors. Need to clean mill residue

G. Businesses — also need access (during lunch/breaks)

» Capitalize on linear nature of river to bring disparate groups together.
* (comparison to Richmond waterfront development.)
*  Funding from CSO?
»  What are we trying to connect?
0 The whole corridor?
o Neighborhoods to river?
= concern w/ the unknown (cleanliness issues)
* The only existing public access through South Watuppa Pond (the rest is private)
0 good access pt. to bike path from east end & boat ramp
= but clearance too low under 195 (-need for canoe access)
= Access under highway IMPORTANT
» Follow the water - connect to water bodies south from here (West Port)
0 connection along rail line
0 Address sewage
o Safety issues

» Connection:
o North - South
0 West Port to Battleship Cove (East-West)
= = access up & down & across
» Types of connections



o Circuit walk - Britland Park
o around several around different water bodies.
» Discourage single-fam. homes to water's edge (sprawl problem)
»  Problem of homeless occupying river's edge
» Development of "Urban Wild"
e 2 acres in Britland Park (behind CHF)
o utilize similar natural, undeveloped areas.
e The Falls in past times 130' drop
* Granada Plaza
» restoring connection to cove
»  bring back falls to invite tourists (tour-boat goers)
0 creating an attraction (as in Providence)
install tram?
relocate chamber along river?
restoring falls would also beautify view from adjacent buildings.
exchange streets for river (195 has split Quequechan & created seemingly
separate water bodies)

O O 0O

Connections btwn. perceived areas:
1. Battleship Cove & downtown area
2. Britland Park area
3. Chace Pond
connections to & circuits between
4. "Quality Factory Outlet”
5. South Watuppa Pond

» problem of parking lot over river (near Plymouth Ave.)

» after reopening the river, different water bodies may become unblocked & [therefore]
narrow waterway and [increase] land space (reduction of dam effect?)

» Emphasize connection btwn. Britland Park area to downtown area in order to
bring/involve residents of diff. neighborhoods.

» Feasibility: focus on developing each area & connections btwn. them may come more
naturally (w/ more momentum).

0 OR start at the bottom & work backwards (upstream).

= =

The Connections Group engaged in Iiel}; d)'ééllssidh



\

ks

Capadie o lrme setn f s b Fale 44
e dape

|
Connections
Connections
vk Sou Connections

- Al
g e i i -
g e g iy
I
g b, e
o () S W)
HE e A
| i = viiancty g 8 e
[ ] e i
=l wnnda il
e o e

sl o e o 1oy

b o

o e
7 b pole b dat
+




Morning Session: River Use Group
Maria Van Dusen, UrbanRiver Visions Facilitator

The River Use Group wanted to promote increased water
quality for the river, which would lead to more uses and a
better environment for wildlife — with public awareness
and education as additional benefits. They talked about
existing and potential studies of the river and cleanup
efforts, including concerns over water levels and
changing habitat. Though access was important, the
group wanted to be sure the river had a buffer between
the natural and manmade. New uses could include
boating and fishing, though a community survey is
needed to see what residents want most. The River Use
Group advocated for a restoration of the Falls, which
would mean tearing down the Chamber of Commerce
building. They would like to see restoration and links
along the whole river, not just in separate parts. Below is
a transcript of the group’s notes.

e, .
Use Group 's discussion gets under way

Water
* Animated waterfront
* Uses- who-where
e Natural wild
0 Quality of water habitat

River Use
¢ River and pond intertwined
o Pump house 4" street
o0 Flood Storage/Release
*  Where should the water go at Low H,0?
* Recreation on lake
o Dock facilities
» Changes from CSO and pumping, river levels
» Health issues/water quality
e Gatehouse isolates
Water Quality
» High chloroform count
» Combines sewer overflow (CSO) (19 valves)
o Treated/change/construction
e Completion 2009
o Time frame for other projects too
* Non Point source solution
0 (Run off from streets)
» Mapping aquatic species
0 Invasive species from boats near launch regulation
»  Septic system pollution around lake
o Wetlands
o Wildlife
o Study of plant life
o0 Baseline study
» Buffering area in existing man- activities (parking)
o Assessment for reference for areas for wildlife
» Historical perspective of what habitat was

7



What water uses?

City controls dam at Plymouth Avenue
o Near Roasted Bean, 4" and 3" Street
139’ elevation at beginning of river

Boating
Fishing- no eating?
o Front Street
o By railroad
Behind Britland Park
o Canoe launch
o Fenced area (urban wild by Aberdeen Mill)
3 areas for small boating
Boat rental at Britland Park
Make tree area to buffer highway along railroad trail
Osprey platforms
Eating unhealthy fish
Land along river privately owned (Jim H. in Planning)
Britland Park is public (filled)
Which areas are filled?
Incentives Karin Wood and Debbi Edelstein present the
0 Investments group’s ideas
o Conservation banking
Which are wetlands
Shrinking impoundment to create more land/wetlands?
Flows: How much water let through?
Accounting of water in and out
Firewater
Day lighting proposal
o Falls and sedimentation and flow
0 Tear down Chamber of Commerce Building
o 1-195in the way, between city hall and Plymouth Ave.
[-195 buries river
o0 Sediments- must dredge
0 Inthe impoundment is the concern

River bed

Stream
o Should be cleaned
o Flowsin

Massachusetts Historical Commission — wetland profile
DEM historical landscape studies
Day lighting can improve water quality
Educational uses
o Friends of the Watuppa
o Group at High School testing brooks
TTOR baseline stream survey
Bristol Community — MA community water watch
Need a community survey of how they want to use pond and river?

Where are the waterfalls?

How much buffer available to waterfall
Public awareness campaign
o0 Lack of respect, need to educate about river
= Painting path along river
= Portals
= Festivals



e Survey

o0 Ideas can get people involved
» Historical

o Mills e.g. Chelsea Creek, Historic Focus
» Teachers and Education

0 Local history

o0 River needs to be visible and identified

River Use Summary
» Time frame 2009
0 CSO completion and other initiatives
» Factors to be studied
o Ownership- Map
» Provide incentives as part of development and amenities
o Flow and relationship to pond hydrology
0 Aquatic plants - Baseline
o}
o

Fill
Historic characteristics (Habitat — past uses, landowners run-off)
e Community Awareness
0 Education — schools
0 Involvement
o Survey
* Information
» Engagement — bringing people to be involved
» Reclaim the river, not just its parts
* Current Uses
o Ops
o Limitations
» Falls - identity of the river but not known
o Vision
o Restore

The River Use Group collaborates on the vision "



Morning Session: River Image and Economic Development Group
Frank Mahady, UrbanRiver Visions Facilitator

Perceptions of Fall River were important to the River
Image and Economic Development Group. Discussion
revealed a need to improve the city’s visual image as
seen from outsiders driving by on 1-195. Also key was to
help the community with its own self-image, to recognize
both existing unique aspects and future potential that
make Fall River a place to be proud of. While
uncovering parts of the river, it was also important to
show off Fall River's mill history and industrial heritage.
Any redevelopments should be mixed-use, so places are
still lively on evenings and weekends. These
improvements could be a draw for tourists, but this group
wanted to be sure that residents came first — new

InltlatlveS Sh0u|d benef't the |0ca| COmmun'ty and foster The River [mage and Economic Deve/opment Gro n
pride in where the residents live. The group’s notes summarizes its ideas for the midday presentation
follow below.

River Image and Economic Development

» Fall River is about Falling Water
o Room to enhance image
» Self-image a problem
o Even within the bad are beautiful images- seen in presentation
o Environmental Improvement and also people improvement- attitudes & self-
image
» From highway- big deterioration of outside image
» Along river- “inside” image
» Providence a new destination- maybe Fall River can be too
* Image of river along 1-195 important
0 Assess a big issue
» Image can show others a great quality of life in Fall River- waterfront critical
o Small improvements can get things rolling
» Enhanced unique attributes
* Providence historic signage a nice addition to River park
»  Mill History- Quequechan River
0 “Where are the falls?”
o Day lighting — getting back to heritage
o Thematic corridor from Harbor to Watuppa
o Mills, Restaurants, Housing, cafes
o Falls are unique regionally
*  Waterfalls are great amenities
o Waterfront as legacy
e Past, present and future- all-important
o No lack of vision, only lack of money
» “Sewers” into parks
0 Quequechan River is central to everything
o0 “Money follows good ideas”
» Knowledge of rivers and communication of that is important
e Sprawl (*perception*) idea that suburbs are nicer
o Duty to correct mistakes of the past
o0 (Change) from suburbs to beautiful cities- new trend
*  Granite mills are unique in New England

10



0o Combine mill re-use and river access

0 Alexandria, Virginia

o Bikeway with loop
Image from west nice

o Falls would make it nicer
Weekend and Evening uses important- not just a place for offices
“Where you live is where you spend your money”
Market can support things like restaurants for drawing in both residents and visitors —
important for other economic development
Money is going to be spent by households- focus on them, not tourists
Feeling good about where you grow up

Image

o Self

o Good feel

0 Pride Buildings

o daylight

o Mills

o0 Heritage

0 pride in work
Clean-up

o Remove false facades
0 Be selective
Outside
o Portuguese heritage an outside draw
o Inaccurate descriptions in media
Physical Image
0 Showing outsiders the truth
o How good it already is here
Education — important to image
Nightlight
Back to urban centers
Inevitable
Create an image of what it can be
Safety
Design, personnel
Mechanical
View from Highway
*Catalyst Project
Start momentum

The group agreed that public awareness is essential in Fall River

11



The River Image and Economic Development group discusses local initiatives

e

Al Lima presents the River Iage and Econmc Development Group's ideas at midday
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Afternoon Session: Group 1
David Spillane, UrbanRiver Visions Facilitator

Group 1 envisioned a new face for the Quequechan

River. They wanted to link the ponds together, turning C B
the stretch of 1-195 by Chace Pond into a bridge so there
would be access below. Part of this link was making
walking trails around all the various pieces of the river,
and designating the land around the water as a “River
Zone”. Parts of the river would be “daylighted” or
exposed, and where it was still underground there would
be flower gardens and other indicators of the river
connection. An urban trail leading to the water would
have interpretive historic signs about Fall River’s
heritage. To make it all work, the group talked about
transferring waterfront land to the City, and getting many
diverse groups involved in the effort. Group 1’s vision Members of Group 1 voice their concerns
plan annotations and associated notes are below.

MAP
Group 1 Vision Plan

Quequechan Vision
[Downtown]

e Connect Harbor and Downtown
* Create the Falls

+ City Hall
Downtown
e The Falls

» Battleship Cove

» Trall [trail linking Battleship Cove, through Downtown, to Quequechan River]
e Connect to Kennedy Park

« Dam

» Daylight River

» Flower Connection - Lights and Hanging Flowers!

» Daylight the Quequechan (north or south of 1-195)

* Link Park to Downtown + Harbor

» To Tiverton [path from Battleship Cove south]

[Britland Park]
e Create Quequechan Park [bubble around Britland Park, Chace Pond, Quequechan River]
» Canoe/Kayak/Paddle Boat Rental
» Wild Area [pointing to area east of Britland Park]
»  [Parking symbol to northwest of Britland Park]
» Planned Riverfront Zone [indicating Britland Park & Chace Pond area]

[Quequechan River Area East]
» Neighborhood Connections [arrow from bike path to Niagara Neighborhood]
»  Bridge [bridging I-195 over Chace Pond]
» Connect Waterways [Chace Pond & Quequechan River, under I-195]
» Wilds Area [along bank of Chace Pond, near Watuppa Heights]
»  Open up bridge/canoe access [under I-195]
» Bridge [bridging I-195 over Quequechan River]
* Quequechan Trail [bike path along rail line to Britland Park]

13



» Wilds Area [along Quequechan Trail near South Watuppa Pond]
» Canoe Trail [waterway trail to South Watuppa Pond from Britland Park]
* Inventory Wilds Areas
* Flowers Now!
»  South Watuppa Pond
» ATAC [Advanced Technology Manufacturing Center]
To Bioreserve, To Westport, To Horseneck Beach [indicates bike path destinations]

KEY ISSUES

» Parking for ppl to access bike path --> * misnomer, since other uses like skating, walking
more frequent.
o utilize empty lots near mills
0 possibility of sharing parking lots (weekday & weekends)
o strong connections for parking near Britland Park & S. Watuppa Pond.
* How far should bike trail go?
o Connections to parks & bridges (Bicentennial & Heritage)
o call it the "Quequechan Trail"
o North - South Connection Br Ave.
o North to Bio-Reserve & South to Horseneck Beach.
o Eastto Westport
» Circuits & spurs.
o0 loops that surround separate water bodies
*  Urban Trail
0 connecting tourist areas
0 lead up the river
0 include historic signage/landmarkers.
» Britland Park - boat rental
» Widen (& elevate) bridge connecting "factory outlet area" and Britland Park area.

»  Wild Area - 2 acres behind CHF adjacent to Britland Park
» Connect "Chace Pond" to Britland Park area?
o turn I-195 strip dividing these two water bodies into a bridge
o0 {sediment build-up should be removed to prevent blockage --> and allow water
flow from Watuppa Pond to Battleship Cove
» Clear out incinerator site (location of original railyards) and convert to park?
0 Orturn into Museum?
» Congested Niagara Neighborhood (very little existing park space)
» (Geographic center of Fall River is at North Park)
» Vision: 1500’ Greenspace on either side of river. (block by block acquisition of land by the
city)
» Creation of a “River Zone” to relink river parts that were divided by highway.

» Possibility of transfer of state-owned land parcel (near incinerator site) to the city.
* Plymouth Ave. to Gov't Ctr. — check feasibility of day-lighting river ( & what path it will
take)
* (and also if river should follow North or South of 1-95)
»  Within the Greenway — arboretum — flower gardens
o Wild areas — swath on south shore of “Chace Pond”
o New day lit section btwn. Dam & Plymouth Ave. could serve as ideal space for
flower gardens
» Another wild stretch btwn. Watuppa Pond & ‘Quality Factory’ area.
* Renovate Dam
0 Incl. fish ladder.
» Beautification possibilities — NOW?

14



Planting of flowers and plants at roadways and intersections
Need long-term care systems

SUMMARY

Timeline: 10 years? (CSO project 2009)

Phases of portions east of Plymouth Ave
0 Use trail as catalyst

20 years — total completion

SHORT-TERM: 1 year

status report (prop. Boundaries, ownership, etc.)
create special zoning plan to accommodate larger vision.
(identify right-of-ways & look at train tracks)
work on transfer of land along waterfront to city (as long as the purpose for use is clear)
o move forward with the bike path!
0 address future plans of city that may impact overall vision
o talk to private property owners about land use.
0 as much clean-up as possible
0 increase public awareness of plan

INVOLVEMENT:

Public and private partnership
Local business (downtown business assoc.) The Quequechan Partnership Must stay
involved in order to accomplish goals!
City
State (Bob Durand/ EOEA)
Neighborhood assoc.
Chamber of commerce
Abutting land owners
Historical society
Tillitson Water Co.
Churches
Garden club
Ethnic groups — proximity to river?
o stake in fishing ?
Fishery people
Environmental orgs. (Green Future!)
Grant writer
Technical experts (engineers’ studies)
o (but don’t get caught in cycle of inaction — must do it!!)

WORST FEARS - what could go wrong?

» City-acquired land may be lent to waterfront housing development & not for park as
intended.

¢ Municipal group may push alternate agenda

» If the trail isn’t state supported (by new governor) then no funding & no plan

+ NO MONEY

» Development may occur along private spaces undeeded to the city / state, thus
hindering implementation of trail and park plans

» Possible new discovery of extremely polluted site — too expensive to clean up.

* Engineering studies may reveal extreme difficulties in opening waterfall.

15



Everett Castro highlights the importance of restoring the falls as part of the
overall vision

Rev. Jim Hornsby presents Group 1’s vision plan to all the participants

16



Afternoon Session: Group 2
Maria Van Dusen, UrbanRiver Visions Facilitator

Group 2 considered a variety of issues in their plan,
going across many parts of the city. They envisioned a
downtown with cultural amenities like a Children’s
Museum and performance space. Britland Park had new
programming and better access. Public art, painting, and
other references to water would increase river
awareness where the river itself isn’t visible. Parts of the
river would be uncovered, and where it is already open,
amenities like benches would be added. The idea of a
unified river could link areas of Fall River from the
Bioreserve to Taunton, with connections throughout the
city like a Green Belt, Quequechan Trail Loop around the
ponds, better crossings between Niagara and Flint
neighborhoods, and a trolley to get around. Group 2
advocated forming a Quequechan River Initiative to get
people together in furthering the vision. Their notes and
plan annotations are below.

MAP

[General]
* Quequechan River brings together communities and neighborhoods/city from Bioreserve
(State’s first bioreserve) to Taunton River (State’s first Heritage River)
* Quequechan unifies Bioreserve and Taunton
* No billboards along highway/Rt. 195
» Public art projects — river related
* Linking neighborhoods — Neighborhood urban design plan — river being organizing theme
» Have FHA, Congressmen, neighborhood association involved in “Quequechan River
Initiative”
* River Heritage Trail [along 195]
» Green Belt Trail [along Plymouth Ave, Robeson St., New Boston Road, Eastern Ave.,
Brayton Ave.]
o0 Ruggles Park
o Linking green spaces together

o North Park
[Downtown]
» Daylighting [indicated at 195 interchange, around “Chamber” and “Roasted Bean’]
» City Hall

* Interpretive signs and public access at the daylighting points. Peepholes, painted trails,
signs, Quequechan River Heritage Trails, could be a public art project. Use vocational
schools!

» Narrows Renaissance Gallery performance space

» Discovery series

e Children’s Museum?

» Trolley system bringing people up the hill and looping rest of river and historic districts

» [railroad tracks indicated]

» Bay Heritage Trail

» Taunton

[Britland Park area]

17



» Louis Hand/Aberdeen Building — interpretive center/educational space

»  [Parking indicated in Park]

» Needs programming and better access off Plymouth Ave. and Pleasant Street

e Buying up land to create better access

* Quequechan river festival in Britland Park?

» Lafayette Park

*  Quequechan Flint

* Pleasant St.

* New Boston Road

« Connection [several arrows across the north pond to Niagara — also between Britland and
Travassos Parks]

* Restore F. L. Olmstead’s vision [Eastern Ave. — dots all along, connecting to Brayton

Ave.]
[Niagara]
* Q Niagara

» Green [parcel south of large pond and 195]

*  Quequechan trail loop

» Marking river exposed and not exposed — historic landmarks, too
* Night lighting along river, on river, and historic mill buildings

* R1-Café train

* Incinerator

e Public land [between incinerator and Chace Pond]

» Acquire this piece of land [adjacent to 195]

» Redevelop Watuppa Heights waterfront connection

* View [indicated at southern tip of Chace Pond, looking north]

[Quequechan River Area East]
* Fr. Travassos Park
» Daves Beach
» [Trails indicated around all ponds, one south of 195 to Watuppa Pond, one north through
Travassos Park going up Eastern Ave.]

KEY ISSUES

GROUP 2
» Artists studios — support narrows expanding [?] Building
» Torpedo factory model
*  What around the falls?
» Lighting and programs
» Linear park with plantings? Places to sit?
» Traffic? Parking?
»  What kind of walkway? Graded steps
* Some mechanism to get up and down hill.
» Trolley — hill, middle route, historic loop
* Personal lift
«  What about mill building landscaping
» See if can start in 2003 — River education center programming public art
* Arbedester Bright side
e Short, long term unifying/ connecting neighborhood

18



Identity / names of open water

River/ trail markers

Painting blue river along course of waterway Quequechan River Trail
o Signs and peepholes involve public art painting

Connection of length of river and loop trails

-name of open water

public awareness

Short term

Highlighting
Not too much light
Light olilr co (retired Loretta George)
Part of financing of col bldg
o along river parts
o parks
0 renovated buildings- medical building
o mill buildings encouraged to look good
= hischool- (?)
= city. Mass Electric

SAT-AM environmental cultural discovery days
Bylaws on aethetics — zoning regulates
0 Less billboards
Part of design — site plan review
Toward future reuse
? reduce present billboards
coc. Neighbor to neighbor
City neighborhood review of Watuppa Heights redevelopment and waterfront connection
Announce Quequechan
Billboard — river — cleanup
200" Anniversary - QR Festival day — canoe race
Boat race
o lighting
Education — advocacy of what
Link to sites
0 Short links
o Open water
To Niagara (2) link to each cross river medium neighborhood
Link with its neighborhood via wetlands & playground
Link within Flint neighborhood to Niagara
o Watuppa Heights
o Via Row. Y Mass highway
o Future of incinerator site
Bio Reserve — adds another major natural resource indentify theme
Programming at B. Park-
0 Educational center
0 Better access to B. Park off Plymouth Ave
o0 And improve on Peasant St.
Taunton River
Paths and cars plantings
And link to Travassos park
link to Dave’s Beach
city do long term urban design plans for large Q valley

19



» FR street brochure shows further larger and closer green connections
o Park and boulevards

(5) Short & Long term property decisions
» city take ownership on Pleasant St and small areas for better access and parking
* locate children’s museum near waterfront
» city to lake land from EOTC to River south of 195 for access-
e re-use incinerator land park.

* FRtransportation link connecting to Providence train.
o Or Newport to Fall River
e What can be part of the 2003 celebration
0 Involve multi-stake holders in Quequechen river Initiative what is it?
Speak at neighborhood group
Flint neighborhood
Niagara neighborhood
River education center
Down business assoc
(3) Stake holders
Neighborhood business assoc
federal and state agencies
COC sponsor seminar/ breakfast to involve property owners (mill buildings, etc.)
in Urban River Visions Potential in the City
» Enhance falls and river where open already-

O O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

o lighting
0 signage
o0 bench

o get help from VOC tech school
e Educational center in mill?
» COC to take lead with city to promote daylight
» Ask owners to allow access to visit
» Part of Quequechan River Heritage trail
* Link trail on Taunton River — DEM Heritage park — upstream

» 2003 Celebration of Fall River’s BiCentennial
* launch of Quequechan River Initiative
* (4) can do next year

0 paint on blue river course / trail on the street
signage historic/ economic
night lighting for river and architectural sig structure
greened street map for area
interpretive guide
get city committed to urban design for the QR valley
COC to contact mill owner to visit falls
QR
Make Heritage Trail
COC to host seminar Re: property owners & potential of Q River
River Festival building Constitency for river
Neighborhoods
Schools

O O0OO0O0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo
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o Further use of Heritage State park

o0 Quequechan River/ water front center

o Childrens museum — artists- narrows. Carosel Info center
0 Historic preservation planning

o Battleship core & DEM Heritage Park

(2) PHASES
» Steps

o Link walking trails with in neighborhoods Flint, Niagara
= Connects to water

o Street plan showing valley/ river/ parks> larger area

0 Long term — an urban design plan
= For the whole Quequechan River Valley

+ BUDGET-CITY

Steven Camaro presents Group 2’s vision plan
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Afternoon Session: Group 3
Frank Mahady, UrbanRiver Visions Facilitator

Group 3 created focused plans for two areas along the

Quequechan, recognizing that both plans would rely on P
private involvement and public awareness. The
downtown plan, dubbed the “Out-of-the-Pipe-Dream”,
uncovered and restored the Falls, requiring relocation of
the Chamber of Commerce building. The group wanted
to improve and reconnect the eastern portion of the river,
including Britland Park, with a combination of short-term
projects. The river itself would have new culverts under
[-195 to South Watuppa Pond, so boats could get
through the currently difficult passages. Trails on land
further helped to link this whole area. Britland Park
received many enhancements, including park expansion,
new signage, cleanups, events, and fence removal to
improve access. A new wilderness area preserved the
natural feel of the bank. The group’s transcript of notes
and maps follows.

Group 3 gets all their ideas onto the plan

MAP
Group 3 Short Term Plan - Catalytic Projects

[Downtown]
"Out-of-the-Pipe" Dream
» Battleship Cove
« 1195
 G.C. [Government Center]
» Daylighted [indicates portion of Quequechan between Battleship Cove and Anawan
Street]
e 50'River corridor at W.O.W. Parking
» Restored natural falls [at Chamber of Commerce site]

[Britland Park]
* Improve Britland Park
» Time frame for improved Britland Park: Pre-bike path completion
» Signage for Park [at Pleasant Street entrance]
» Expand park in future to street
e Natural park area - trails & wilderness overlook [refers to area just east of Britland Park]
* Remove fences [between mill and "natural park area"]
» Existing bike area
» City-owned [refers to area just east of Britland Park]
o Mill
» Private [refers to area south of mill next to Britland Park]
» Banners or signage for park [Plymouth Avenue entrance]
» Pot. Skate Park [area of Britland Park near ball courts]
e Boat Rental & Boat Landing
» Existing Britland Park

[Quequechan River Area East]
» Leave vegetation for sound concerns + some new planting but preserve views from
highway where possible [along north edge of I-195 over Quequechan River]
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» New Boat-able Culverts [indicates four highway overpasses to river]
» Trail [from Britland Park to Travassos Park, with loop to bike path]

» Billboard (Vision)

e Connect to The Flint [trail]

» Soccer field [at Travassos Park]

e Pollution Concerns [behind Trvassos Park]

e Spider Issue to Resolve

» Boardwalk or trail to Dave's Beach

KEY ISSUES

Group 3 — Visioning session notes

» If you were king or queen of Fall River, with a limited treasury, what would you do?
» Bikeway is not necessarily a “given”
* Creative financing
» Bikeway as priority?
» Falls as priority?
e Clean-up — private involvement
o “people’s path”
* Logo: marketing/PR
o Banners, wayfinding

“Lambert” Britland Park
What must be done?
» Liability
» Fence (near term)
e Clear trails and improve existing trail (near term)
* Getrid of invasive vegetation
» Billboard that shows vision (not in park though)
»  Clean-up of waterway
o Earth Day event?
0 Bristol C.C. — Adam Shriner
% Trim trees
o0 Tie in schools to aid in park improvement

The Big Picture
»  Connection between Dave’s Beach and new dev. Park at bikeway

Discussion in Group 3 Jim Hartnett presents Group 3’s plan
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Summary: Important Charrette Themes

The following is a list of the important themes
discussed in both sessions and most of the groups
at the Fall River charrette. Although this is not an
exhaustive list, it covers the topics that received the
greatest attention and the most discussion during
the course of the day.

The charrette participants assemble

River Reconnections

Daylighting the Quequechan River
0 Between Battleship Cove and Downtown
o Between Downtown and Plymouth Avenue
o By Work Out World
0 By Roasted Bean
Beautification along the river route
Recreating the Falls of Fall River
o Chamber of Commerce relocation
Boat Navigation on the river
0 Between Britland Park and South Watuppa Pond
o Under I-195 to Chace Pond
Connecting Between the Harbor and Downtown
River studies and cleanup
Balance: access vs. protection from manmade spaces

Improvements to Britland Park

Wild versus manicured park space

New land annexing

Boat rental and launching

Visibility and accessibility of gateways to park
Recreational programming

Trail Network & Local Connections

Loop trails around Quequechan and associated water bodies
Linking green areas and parks
Connecting into Downtown from east
Connecting to Daves Beach
Tying into Bike Path
0 Implementation of plan
0 Regional connections to the east
Neighborhood Connections From Quequechan River
o To Niagara neighborhood
o To Flint Village
0 Into Watuppa Heights
o Bringing a broad mix of people together
o0 Improving access for everyone
Trolley or Tram
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Visual improvements
¢ Important character-establishing views from [-195
¢ Billboards
0o Removal of existing ads
o Careful placement of signs showing future vision
¢ Views of recreated waterfalls
¢ Fall River's Boulevards - Street Beautification
0 more amenities
o along harbor & river route also

Education, Awareness, Action
¢ Public Relations and Marketing of an Improved Fall River
« Establishing a "Quequechan River Initiative" group
¢ Public art
¢ Informational signs on trails
¢ Learning opportunities
o Fall River’'s industrial heritage
o Cultural and historical
o Wildlife/environmental

The view onto South Watuppa Pond from the Advanced Technology & Manufacturing Center '

25



	�
	Fall River Charrette
	�
	Fall River Charrette
	Table of Contents
	
	UrbanRiver Visions Fall River
	
	
	
	
	Morning Sessions: Topics







	River Use Group7
	River Image and Economic
	Development Group10
	Afternoon Sessions: Vision Plan
	�
	Fall River Charrette
	
	UrbanRiver Visions Fall River
	Arthur Bergeron, Assistant Secretary of Environmental Affairs
	Priscilla Geigis, Director of Community Preservation
	Dawn Henderson, Outreach Assistant

	Daniel Lyons, Goody, Clancy & Associates
	Maria van Dusen, UrbanRiver Visions Public Outreach



	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	An historic view of Fall River’s falls
	Viewing  the exhibits
	The community arrives, bringing their visions
	The Connections Group makes introductions and begins gathering ideas
	The River Use Group 's discussion gets under way




	River Use
	Water Quality
	What water uses?
	Where are the waterfalls?
	River Use Summary
	
	
	
	�




	River Image and Economic Development
	Self

	Clean-up
	Outside
	
	Group 1 envisioned a new face for the Quequechan River.  They wanted to link the ponds together, turning the stretch of I-195 by Chace Pond into a bridge so there would be access below.  Part of this link was making walking trails around all the various
	
	Members of Group 1 voice their concerns



	MAP
	KEY ISSUES

	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	�
	
	
	KEY ISSUES







	Identity / names of open water
	River/ trail markers
	Painting blue river along course of waterway Quequechan River Trail
	Signs and peepholes involve public art painting
	Connection of length of river and loop trails
	Short term
	Highlighting
	Not too much light
	Light olilr co (retired Loretta George)
	Part of financing of col bldg
	along river parts
	parks
	renovated buildings- medical building
	mill buildings encouraged to look good
	hi school- (?)
	city. Mass Electric
	SAT-AM environmental cultural discovery days
	Bylaws on aethetics – zoning regulates
	Less billboards
	Part of design – site plan review
	Toward future reuse
	? reduce present billboards
	coc. Neighbor to neighbor
	City neighborhood review of Watuppa Heights redevelopment and waterfront connection
	Billboard – river – cleanup
	FR street brochure shows further larger and closer green connections
	Park and boulevards
	(5) Short & Long term property decisions
	city take ownership on Pleasant St and small areas for better access and parking
	locate children’s museum near waterfront
	city to lake land from EOTC to River south of 195 for access-
	re-use incinerator land park.
	Part of Quequechan River Heritage trail
	Link trail on Taunton River – DEM Heritage park –
	2003 Celebration of Fall River’s BiCentennial
	launch of Quequechan River Initiative
	(4) can do next year
	paint on blue river course / trail on the street
	To do
	Further use of Heritage State park
	Quequechan River/ water front center
	Childrens museum – artists- narrows. Carosel Info
	Historic preservation planning
	Battleship core & DEM Heritage Park
	(2) PHASES
	Steps
	Link walking trails with in neighborhoods Flint, Niagara
	Connects to water
	Street plan showing valley/ river/ parks> larger area
	Long term – an urban design plan
	For the whole Quequechan River Valley
	BUDGET – CITY
	
	
	
	�




	Group 3 – Visioning session notes
	“Lambert” Britland Park
	The Big Picture

	Summary: Important Charrette Themes
	
	
	
	
	�





	fallriver_edit.pdf
	�
	Fall River Charrette
	�
	Fall River Charrette
	Table of Contents
	
	UrbanRiver Visions Fall River
	
	
	
	
	Morning Sessions: Topics







	River Use Group7
	River Image and Economic
	Development Group10
	Afternoon Sessions: Vision Plan
	�
	Fall River Charrette
	
	UrbanRiver Visions Fall River
	Arthur Bergeron, Assistant Secretary of Environmental Affairs
	Priscilla Geigis, Director of Community Preservation
	Dawn Henderson, Outreach Assistant

	Daniel Lyons, Goody, Clancy & Associates
	Maria Van Dusen, UrbanRiver Visions Public Outreach



	Introduction
	
	
	
	
	An historic view of Fall River’s falls
	Viewing  the exhibits
	The community arrives, bringing their visions
	The Connections Group makes introductions and begins gathering ideas
	The River Use Group 's discussion gets under way




	River Use
	Water Quality
	What water uses?
	Where are the waterfalls?
	River Use Summary
	
	
	
	�




	River Image and Economic Development
	Self

	Clean-up
	Outside
	
	Group 1 envisioned a new face for the Quequechan River.  They wanted to link the ponds together, turning the stretch of I-195 by Chace Pond into a bridge so there would be access below.  Part of this link was making walking trails around all the various
	
	Members of Group 1 voice their concerns



	MAP
	KEY ISSUES

	SUMMARY
	
	
	
	�
	
	
	KEY ISSUES







	Identity / names of open water
	River/ trail markers
	Painting blue river along course of waterway Quequechan River Trail
	Signs and peepholes involve public art painting
	Connection of length of river and loop trails
	Short term
	Highlighting
	Not too much light
	Light olilr co (retired Loretta George)
	Part of financing of col bldg
	along river parts
	parks
	renovated buildings- medical building
	mill buildings encouraged to look good
	hi school- (?)
	city. Mass Electric
	SAT-AM environmental cultural discovery days
	Bylaws on aethetics – zoning regulates
	Less billboards
	Part of design – site plan review
	Toward future reuse
	? reduce present billboards
	coc. Neighbor to neighbor
	City neighborhood review of Watuppa Heights redevelopment and waterfront connection
	Billboard – river – cleanup
	FR street brochure shows further larger and closer green connections
	Park and boulevards
	(5) Short & Long term property decisions
	city take ownership on Pleasant St and small areas for better access and parking
	locate children’s museum near waterfront
	city to lake land from EOTC to River south of 195 for access-
	re-use incinerator land park.
	Part of Quequechan River Heritage trail
	Link trail on Taunton River – DEM Heritage park –
	2003 Celebration of Fall River’s BiCentennial
	launch of Quequechan River Initiative
	(4) can do next year
	paint on blue river course / trail on the street
	To do
	Further use of Heritage State park
	Quequechan River/ water front center
	Childrens museum – artists- narrows. Carosel Info
	Historic preservation planning
	Battleship core & DEM Heritage Park
	(2) PHASES
	Steps
	Link walking trails with in neighborhoods Flint, Niagara
	Connects to water
	Street plan showing valley/ river/ parks> larger area
	Long term – an urban design plan
	For the whole Quequechan River Valley
	BUDGET – CITY
	
	
	
	�




	Group 3 – Visioning session notes
	“Lambert” Britland Park
	The Big Picture

	Summary: Important Charrette Themes
	
	
	
	
	�









